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Hello! Welcome to our HTCC newsletter.  
 

The communications team and staff are trying something a little different, and we think you’re 
going to like it. We will be sending out a monthly newsletter the first Tuesday of each month. It will have 
some staple features, and we will continue to update our format as go along. All the 
features in this newsletter were published on our blog within the past month as well (they 
can be viewed at www.htccnashville.com/news). If there is anything you would like to 
see added to this newsletter or if you have any feedback about our communications, 
please feel free to contact me at communicaitons@htccnashville.com. I am so thankful 
for the opportunity to serve our church community in this capacity, and hope these 
stories brighten your day and make you feel more connected to others during these 
trying times.  
 

Andrew Raney,  
HTCC Vestry Liaison – Communications Team 
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Recipes of Faith: A Journey of Coming Out - Michael Tuzzio 
 

About Michael 
I'm Michael Tuzzio and have been going to Holy Trinity Community Church since 2000 and have been a 
member since 2004. I am married to Greg Hubble and we have been together since August 2002. We met 
at HTCC in August of 2002. During that time Greg sang in the choir and I was a member of the congregation.  
 

Michael's Journey 
My coming out was many years prior to me finding HTCC, or should I say 
HTCC finding me. I think that answer for me was finally being about to be 
my true authentic self. It took me years to be able to do so. Looking back, I 
realize that it was ALL in Gods timing for me personally. Each person has 
their own timeline and when it is RIGHT for them. It just took me a few more 
years to get there. 
 
How did Michael get through his trial? 
Prayer. I prayed on a daily basis for one of two things. The first being for God 
to fix me and the second was for God to help me be who he had created me 
to be. Just know that God has us all on certain paths. We travel those paths, 
some with uphill, some with downhills, some with bumps and some that are 
smooth. When it’s God's timing, your prayer/prayers will be answered. 
Most importantly, be in tune to listen to that small voice inside of you! 
 

How HTCC was part of Michael's Journey: 
Over my years at HTCC, I never thought I would be anything more than just a member of a church. That all 
changed very soon after attending HTCC for a few months. Without having any experience in running a 
soundboard. The church was needing people to step up and volunteer to help with the sound system. I 
started first running the soundboard when we were meeting at Brookemeade Congregation. And to be 
honest, I enjoyed running the soundboard and was just as nervous as to not make any mistakes. Soon after 
we moved to our current location, I continued to run the sound board, took a CPR class to get certified. 
Once certified I was then able to volunteer in the nursery. I also served as a Parking Lot Attendant when we 
were having 2 services on Sunday, volunteered for clean up day and help organize for several years after.  
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The current Chair of the Vestry, at that time, approached me and asked if I would consider finishing the term 
of a Vestry Member that had stepped down. I did accept the position. Prior to being asked, I had considered 
running for Vestry for quite some time. But due to my extensive travel schedule, I did not think it would be 
doable due to my limited time during the week that I would be available. I finished out that Vestry term and I 
asked the Vestry if they thought my travel schedule would be conducive to running for Vestry. With their 
reply, I ran for the next Vestry term and was voted in by my fellow congregants. I completed this term and 
ran for one more term. I served approximately 4+ years on the Vestry. This was my first truly understanding 
of what it meant to serve our church. 
 
I retired from the Dialysis Medical Profession. I was a Corporate employee of DCI with a title of Corporate 
Reimbursement, Education and Support. My job took me from coast to coast and from North to South. My 
busiest travel year I spent 40 week, Monday - Friday flying to another city somewhere across our nation. I 
loved my job so much so that it did not seem like a job to me. It was one that was so very fulfilling due to the 
responsibility that I had and the company staff that I have met with over the years. June 2, 2015 was my last 
day at DCI, and June 3, 2015 was my very first day of full retirement.  
 
I have a daughter who is married, and Greg and I now have our first grandson. Our lives are very blessed in 
abundance. Greg and I, together, enjoy our new roles as Papi and Papi G to our Grandson. 
 
Michael's Take Away for YOU 
Just one bit of advice: One of my siblings asked me this question several years ago, "How hard is it for you 
and Gregs' relationship?" My reply was this: A relationship should not be hard, if it is hard, then maybe it is 
not the right one.  
 
Michael's Favorite Verse 
My favorite is Jeremiah 29:11 “For I know the plans I have for you, declares the LORD, plans to prosper you 
and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.” 
 
Michael's Favorite Recipe - Polish Sausage Soup 

• 1 pkg polish sausage (skinless) sliced lengthwise, then cut into pieces  
• 1 large can diced tomatoes 
• 1 can bean and bacon soup 
• 1 large zucchini –sliced in half, then cut into pieces 
• 1 large cup cabbage, chopped 
• 1 large can Italian green beans (drained)  
• 4 or 5 slices of bacon , cooked very well, crispy then crumbled  
• 1 large onion, sliced and diced 

Dried basil and minced garlic to taste. You can add salt and pepper, but I never do. The beef broth is salty 
enough 
Enough beef broth to cover all ingredients once they are added to your stock pot. ( if doubling the recipe I 
use about 2 -3 boxes of beef broth. Also can use beef bouillon to make up the difference if you do not have 
enough boxed or canned beef broth)  
 
These are the basic ingredients and I always double this to make a large stock pot, and always use more 
cabbage then what is called for. I have been making this recipe for over 28 years now! 
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The Grateful Gnome: We LOVE our Small Group Volunteers! 
 

The Gnome wants to give BIG thank you this month to: 
Marilyn St. John-Doucette, Kelli West, Bob Lutey and Rev. D. Gavin 
Warren, for faithfully leading our virtual prayer groups. You have 
been so dedicated in helping us stay connected through all of this!  
 
"Feeling connected to each other is a challenge that has faced us 
since COVID began. I am proud of and thankful to each small group 
leader for rising to the challenge. The dedication of our small group 
leaders to loving and supporting the Body of Christ is an 
inspiration."  
-John Tyner, Spiritual Formation Vestry Leader 

 
If you would like to connect with others through our nightly 
prayer groups, join us HERE at 6pm, Monday-Saturday. We 
would love to have you join our group! 

 
Pastor’s Corner: the end of me 

Finish this sentence: Jesus became real to me when... 
 
Many of us found a real relationship with Jesus when we finally reached the end of ourselves. That end 
might be the tragic death of a loved one, a debilitating illness, great financial loss, or the ending of a 
significant relationship. What happens to bring yourself to the end of you, will differ for each person, but we 
all have the same experience when we reach the end of me; complete dependence upon Christ. 
 

Kyle Idleman, in his book, "The End of Me" writes "even though most of us 
can point to a significant event like the ones above, getting to 'the end of 
me' is not just one moment in life. Reaching the end of me is a daily 
journey I must make because it's where Jesus shows up and my real life in 
him begins." 
 
This journey is not easy, and is often counter-intuitive to the "me" inside 
us. But Jesus said in Luke 9 that whoever wants to hang on to their life will 
lose it, but whoever loses their life will find it. It's almost a "bizarro" world 
concept. Because Jesus is telling us that when "me" gets its way, we will 
miss out on the real life that we are meant to live; a life in which we love 
others and make a difference in each other's world. 
 
Our current Lenten worship and sermon series will take us on a journey to 
the end of me/us culminating in our Easter Service in April. I hope you will 
join me in ending "you" as you know it and finding real life in Jesus. 
 

Pastor Brice 
revbrice@gmail.com or 937.626.5134 
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Questioning Believers – We want to hear from YOU 
 
If you have any questions that you want Pastor Brice to address in future newsletters, click here or email 
communications@htccnashville.com.  
 
 
 

Upcoming Events 
 
Here are a few upcoming events. For a complete list and for details about events, visit 
www.htccnashhville.com/events.  
 

• Adult Sunday School – Sundays 9-10am - Zoom 
• Worship – Sundays 10am – www.htccnashhville.com/worship  
• Prayer – Every day 6-7pm - Zoom 
• Small Group – Wednesdays 6:30-7:30pm - Zoom 
• Worship & Media Team Night – Wednesdays 6:30-8:30pm - RSVP 
• Choir Fellowship – Every other Thursday (3/4 & 3/18) 6:30-7:30pm - Zoom 

 


